Conspiracy Theory Wins 



Movie-goers Say 4 JFK’ Inspires Doubts That Oswald Acted Alone 


By Robert O’Harrow Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

It has all the glitter of Hollywood, 
critics who deride it as conspiracy- 
theory fiction, and a director intent 
on raising questions about one of 
the darkest moments in recent 
American history. 

And in the Washington area over 
the holiday, it had fans who believed 
what it says is true about the assas- 
• sination of President John Fitzger- 
ald Kennedy. 

“I came out of the movie feeling 
different about the government,” 
said Russell Reed, 21, flushed after . 
coming out of a theater in Herndon 
yesterday. 

“It’s deep.” 

Reed had spent the afternoon 
captivated by the movie "JFK,” 
which offers a dazzling, cosmic the- 
ory of who was behind the assassi- 
nation of the president on Nov. 22, 
1963, including the CIA, the Mafia, 


the Army and even Kennedy’s vice 
president, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

In some two dozen interviews at 
three area theaters yesterday and 
on New Year’s Eve, people coming 
out of the movie made it clear they 
believe the film’s elaborate theo- 
ries, even though critics including 
former president Gerald R. Ford Jr. 
as well, as historians and journalists 
of the 1960s blast the three-hour 
movie as a far-fetched, conspiracy- 
theory fantasy. 

For many of those interviewed, 
"JFK” sparked remarkably dark op- 
inions about what the U.S. govern- 
ment is capable of doing. Many said 
they would be surprised if the 
movie weren’t true. 

“I really see what the movie said 
could be possible,” said Amanda 
Peel, 17, a senior at Walt Whitman 
High School in Montgomery Coun- 
ty. "It really makes sense.” 

Isn’t Amanda Peel’s mother, a 
nursery school teacher, worried 


that her daughter’s view of history 
now will be warped by the movie? 

T believe that could have hap- 
pened," said Ann Peel, standing out- 
side the Uptown Theater in the Dis- 
trict. “If there’s a slight chance in a 
conspiracy and the government be- 
ing involved it should come out 
. , . . I think fear is what has kept 
this under wraps.” 

The movie tries to demolish the 
official finding that one confused 
young man named Lee Harvey Os- 
wald shot Kennedy from a sixth- 
floor perch in a Dallas warehouse. 
He worked alone, the standard the- 
ories and history books say, and i 
died without having told his story 
when he was gunned down two days j 
later; -■ \ 

Critics have had a romp with 
“JFK.” While Stone claims the mil- 
itary-industrial complex had Ken- 
nedy killed because he was about to 
pull out of Vietnam, a number of 
historians and journalists say Ken- 
See JFK, B5, Col. 3 
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Conspiracy Theory Wins Converts 


Movie-goers Say 6 JFK’ 


By Robert O’Harrow Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

It has all the glitter of Hollywood, 
critics who deride it as conspiracy- 
theory fiction, and a director intent 
on raising questions about one of 
the darkest moments in recent 
American history. 

And in the Washington area over 
the holiday, it had fans who believed 
what it says is true about the assas- 
sination of President John Fitzger- 
ald Kennedy. 

“I came out of the movie feeling 
different about the government,” 
said Russell Reed, 21, flushed after 
coming out of a theater in Herndon 
yesterday. 

"It's deep.” 

Reed had spent the afternoon 
captivated by the movie “JFK,” 
which offers a dazzling, cosmic the- 
ory of who was behind the assassi- 
nation of the president on Nov. 22, 
1963, including the CIA, the Mafia, 


Inspires Doubts That 

the Army and even Kennedy’s vice 
president, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

In some two dozen interviews at 
three area theaters yesterday and 
on New Year’s Eve, people coming 
out of the movie made it clear they 
believe the film’s elaborate theo- 
ries, even though critics including 
former president Gerald R. Ford Jr. 
as well as historians and journalists 
of the 1960s blast the three-hour 
movie as a far-fetched, conspiracy- 
theory fantasy. 

For many of those interviewed, 
“JFK” sparked remarkably dark op- 
inions about what the U.S. govern- 
ment is capable of doing. Many said 
they would be surprised if the 
movie weren’t true. 

“I really see what the movie said 
could be possible,” said Amanda 
Peel, 17, a senior at Walt Whitman 
High School in Montgomery Coun- 
ty. “It really makes sense.” 

Isn’t Amanda Peel's mother, a 
nursery school teacher, worried 


Oswald Acted Alone 

that her daughter’s view of history 
now will be warped by the movie? 

“I believe that could have hap- 
pened,” said Ann Peel, standing out- 
side the Uptown Theater in the Dis- 
trict. “If there's a slight chance in a 
conspiracy and the government be- 
ing involved it should come out 

I think fear is what has kept 

this under wraps.” 

The movie tries to demolish the 
official finding that one confused 
young man named Lee Harvey Os- 
wald shot Kennedy from a sixth- 
floor perch in a Dallas warehouse. 
He worked alone, the standard the- 
ories and history books say, and 
died without having told his story 
when he was gunned down two days 
later. 

Critics have had a romp with 
“JFK.” While Stone claims the mil- 
itary-industrial complex had Ken- 
nedy killed because he was about to 
pull out of Vietnam, a number of 
historians and journalists say Ken- 
See JFK, B5, Col. 3 
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